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I would say that, as far as the coun-
try is conceried, after the under-
standable reaction immediately after
Watergate with regardto politics gen-
erally, the castration of the CIA, the
oppositicn to some of the attitudes to-

P ward the FBI, et cetera. . . the Water-
gate syndrome Fas probabl) run its course, and that is to the good.
—Richard M. Nixon on the CBS “Morning News”

here Iz was again, familiarly ill at ease, on early-morning TV,
once more playing down the scandal that forced him to resign
the highest office in the land. But Watergate was much more than a
personal tragedy for a dishon-
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Speaking for themselves thromh the stmpling of a new News- |

WEEK Poll, a vast 1najority of /‘mwncans (75 pereent) Lelieve that
Nixon’s actions regarding Watersnte were g0 s cronzh t
rant his resignation—more thdn the sught so at e time e stepped
down. But the numbers opposing a pardon granted him by Gerald

to var-

ored President: it was a rite of
passage for the nation. And the
“Watergate syndrome,” which
began with the disclosure of
abusesin Richard Nixon’s 1972
campaign organization, affect-
ed American institutions from
the press to the Presidency it-
self. Ten years after the June 17
break-in at Democratic Na- A
tional Committes headquar-
ters in Washingion’s Water-
gate comnplex, the legacy is still
strong. It has curbed the FBI e ‘
and the CIA, awakened a dor- 2/ N
mant Congress, visited the S
“post-Watcrgate morality” up-
on big business, and drastically
alicred the ethical standards .
imposed on public officials at S
every level of government. ' i
But now the pendulum is
swinging back a bit, many poli-
ticians and historians agree, S
partly because some reactions Sy
to Watergate have proven un- .
wieldy, others counterproduc-
tive. “Whenever you have a
nationz! trauma of that mag-
nitude, the reforms that rear
in bebind it inevitably go
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to public life by Ni:.--1—have
eroded with the yecar.. Most of
thosepolled alsocontinuetosee
Watergate as an extraordinar-
ily seriousmatter becauseofthe
corruption it revenled, but the
passage of tim. and disclosure
. of i impre,rictiss in other ad-
P ministrz!ions have apparently
AT increased the number who be-
lieveit was politics asusual. Far
£ morethought clion
ed by the scand:i cre benefi-
cial than thiought them harm-
ful—but a plurality ¢f about 40
‘ percent said they saw nosignifi-
Sl cantchangesatall. And fully53
’ ‘ percent said they thought the
abuse of Prosidential power re-
vealed as a result of Watergate
could easily happen again.*
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f such abuses recurred, that
would reverse oune of the

post-Watergate cra’s most sig-
nificant  achievements—the
dismantli . of th: “imperial
Presiden. . Co:, now the
chairm+. of Common Cause,
L J believes that the Supreine

Court decision forc g Nixon

too far,” says San Francisco
busincssman William Ruckels-
haus, who resigned as deputy
Attorney General rather than
fire Wateryate special prosecu-
tor Archibald Cox at Nixon’s
behestin 1973, And while many find the higher Ie vc! of public skep-
ticism about politicsand government engendered by Watergatetobe
healthy, others so:a dangerous cynicism that clogs the demoeratic
process, raaking it difficult for political leadershin to gat others to
follow. “I think the gwcral public thinks all of us are crooks, and I
really reject thatidea,” says Georgia StateSen. Julian Bond,

Along with the reforms, the V‘.dtc:lgatc legacy includes some
fascinating sidclizhts, including a legion of dramstis personac(j
42y who arc older and pre’suma‘xly witer, and =ome of hom ~~hfw
John Ehrlichran, H. R, (Bob) Tlaldemean and P lixen um.cclf(px%
32— are considerably ricker. Waterpate also produced a lexicon of
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ving to add . .. P IO{)“H‘E’*‘
rather than e past’

K‘ Regan—Carmzrn §
en e to supply subpoen’ wed White

House tapes for 2 eriminal in-
vestigation forever demolished
thenotion that “if the President
does it, then it cannot be
wrong.” And post-Watergate
disclosures showed that Nixon wo extremc but not alone in his
Presidentialimproprietics. “Watcer jate wasa reficction of how bad
off we had becomne,” says historien Gary Wills of Nosthyeeatern
University. “Wehad turned to spyinz onourselves; Presidents were
setting up teams 10 topnle foreigu governs: 7 Former White
House counscl Joltit Dean azvecs, finding “a surprising & rec of
continuity botween one Prestlency and the nest o whaot 1s aceept-
able conduct. Watergate szmppcd that continuity; it could have
growinworsedowntheline.”
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